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Counter Cultured
Local boutique owners make a living selling customers on the chic, the beautiful and the unusual. 
That might mean sleek silk cocktail dresses, swanky vintage sofas or shaggy-yet-pretty carpets 
from the souks of Marrakech. No wonder these shopkeepers take their style smarts home with 
them. We peeked inside three pads of D.C.-area merchants, finding everything from a dreamy back 
garden to a playroom with a clever display of kids’ artwork.

A Tapestry  
Of Tastes
Who: Timothy and Mia Worrell, 
owners of Timothy Paul Home 
(1529A 14th St. NW; 202-234-2020 
and 2910 District Ave., Suite 140
Fairfax; 703-992-9494) their 
daughter, Vivienne and son, 
Holden What: A 1925 Arlington 
Craftsman bungalow with a recent 
expansion

What attracted you to this 
property when you first bought it?
Timothy: I’ve always liked these old 
houses. I like something with history to 
it. And I love the area. 

The house is much more spacious 
now than when you bought it in 
2007, yet it’s still very cozy.
Timothy: We added space onto the back 
of the house. We didn’t want to do one of 
those enormous additions that consume 
the lot and look unoriginal. If you stand 
out on the street and look at our house, it 
looks like it did in 1925. People stop me 
when I’m outside and say, “We’re really 
glad you did it like you did. You didn’t 
take all the trees down.”

There are so many rich textures 
and colors throughout the house, 
thanks to all the rugs and textiles 
from your shops. How do you 
offset all the plushness?
Mia: You have to make sure you balance 
scale. Some things in the front room are 
really large-scale, like the tree trunk 
photograph, but the pillows are quieter. 
The contrast is what makes it work.

You’ve put the children’s playroom 
at the heart of the house. How did 
you integrate whimsy with more 
adult elements?
Timothy: From the trim down, we 
display art they’ve made, and from the 
trim up, it’s Mom and Dad’s art. Also, it’s 
always this neat. [Laughs] 
Mia: You make it artful instead of 
babyish. Even with the kids’ rooms, I 
never did little baby-nursery kind of 
things. We tried to create spaces they 
could grow into.

You say your family spends more 
time eating in the dining nook in 
the great room than in the formal 
dining room. Why’s that?
Timothy: We’ve changed as a society. 
No one really sits down at the dining 
room table anymore, but eating dinner 
together is still very important to us. 
The corner banquette is a great fit.

How do you incorporate products 
from your store into your home?
Mia: Everything Tim and I buy for the 
store, we’d want in our own home.
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An eating nook (above), hosts most family meals. A 
lacquered Chinese red cabinet (bottom) provides a 
contrast with a painting Timothy made of his sister.

Timothy and Mia Worrell (top) combine family heirlooms, art and exotic 
rugs in their Arlington bungalow. The enclosed porch (above) is drenched 
in patterns, from ikat-upholstered chairs to a striped rug.

The kids’ playroom (left), displays 
both their art and that of their 
parents. A portrait of George 
Washington (above), is pinned to 
the grasscloth-covered wall.
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Girly Glam in 
Logan Circle
Who: Lori Graham, interior design-
er/proprietor of Lori Graham Design 
(1412 14th St. NW; 202-745-0118) 
and her papillons, Milton Freidman 
(left) and Camus 
What: A two-level flat in an 1890 
Logan Circle rowhouse

You’ve only lived in this flat a few 
months, but it looks so glam and 
finished. What’s the secret?
I did a bunch of things, from restoring 
the original fireplace to putting mirrors 
in the front room and dining room — 
they reflect the natural light and bounce 
it around. And I added a lot of crown 
molding back in. It’s one of the best ways 
to add details to a space.

What’s your style?
I’ve often called it ‘Boho-Soho,’ a little 
bohemian and a little glam. I definitely 
always have Hollywood Regency 
elements. And I try to balance feminine 
and masculine.

And speaking of feminine, your 
bedroom is so princess-y, with its 

pink walls and shoes and jewelry 
on display.
It’s girly, girly, girly because it’s my post-
divorce pad! And what girl doesn’t like 
the idea of outfitting a dressing room?

You also have such a nice art 
collection. Why is it so important 
in your interiors?
I always say you should start with art 
and rugs. Those two things have the 
most handmade qualities, and they’re 
the most likely to appreciate. 

What else can really elevate a 
space quickly?
I also think light fixtures are a big factor. 
And hardware. I put Oriental-style 
hardware on my built-in china cabinets 
— it’s like jewelry for your home!

And your dogs are clearly valued 
members of your family. How do 
you have a nice home with pets?
Now, it’s so easy to have easy-care 
upholstery because there are all these 
indoor-outdoor fabrics that feel and look 
like velvet. And you can just brush that 
stuff down, no problem.
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Clockwise from left: Lori 
Graham in her Logan Circle 
flat; built-in bookcases; and a 
posh art-and-book vignette.

Clockwise from top left: A Dorothy Draper chest decorates Graham’s femme bedroom; a sitting area merges Barbara Probst’s photos, a tribal rug and vintage furniture; the 
dining room includes a CL Sterling chandelier (available via Graham’s shop); in her bedroom, Graham shows off her jewelry collection on bulletin boards and in glass boxes.

Designer Lori Graham’s Logan Circle flat mixes plush 
elements (velvet drapes, a grand chandelier) with 
furniture in macho shapes (sofas, a glassy table).
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Paris in 
Georgetown
Who: Anna Fuhrman, owner of 
Proper Topper (1350 Connecticut 
Ave. NW; 202-842-3055), her 
husband Joe, daughter, Lucy, and 
dog, Cassady
What: A restored 1840s house with 
a recent addition

How would you describe your 
style?
A little industrial, a little vintage and 
a lot of nature throughout the house — 
terrariums, air plants, found shells. And 
then there’s the garden out back.

In 2011, you guys did a major 
renovation. What did it add to the 
house?
So much — we opened the whole space 
up, so now you see straight back to the 
garden. You walk past the door from 
a honking, busy street and then you 
transition into something that almost 
seems like a tree house.

Didn’t you dig out a basement, 
which is now a retreat for your 
8-year-old daughter Lucy?
We did, and the challenge was that it 

has no windows. We put as many lights 
as possible in the ceiling, and then we 
got the idea for Lucy’s nook. It’s a cross 
between an old-fashioned bedchamber 
and a theater, because it’s got these nice 
curtains. 

And your husband, Joe, is handy, 
isn’t he? He created a bar nook 
using plumbing pipes as shelving 
down in the basement, too.
He’s always been a big DIYer. He also 
poured the concrete countertops in the 
kitchen, which was a pretty big thing. 
They’ve got Lucy’s handprint in them.

What is your favorite thing to do 
in your home?
We love having dinners and just opening 
those back doors to the garden. It’s 
inside-outside entertainment.

Your store sells beautiful women’s 
clothing and hats. Does your love 
of fashion translate into your 
nest?
I guess the bones of my house are 
neutral and I accessorize it a lot, which 
is kind of how I dress!
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Proper Topper owner Anna Fuhrman 
(left, at center), in her narrow-yet-verdant 
Georgetown garden with daughter Lucy, dog 
Cassady and husband Joe. 

Clockwise from left: The living room mixes pale furniture with sparkling accessories; mirrors 
and Design Legacy’s geode “Wall Auras” (sold via Proper Topper); Lucy peeks into a cabinet.

Clockwise from top left: Plants star both in 
Fuhrman’s garden and her kitchen; Fuhrman 
in her living room; the basement sleeping 
nook; the basement bar; and air plants hang 
from the kitchen ceiling.


