
➤ Where are the most welcoming urban enclaves in the U.S.? Read on. 

BEST LIST
FRIENDLIEST 
NEIGHBORHOODS

Historic Trinity 
Church is a popular 
meet-up spot in 
Boston’s Back Bay.

Travel is rooted in 
hospitality—in a 
welcoming gesture, 
a friendly smile, an 
accom   modating 
spirit. In search 
of these qualities, 
we’ve developed—
with the help of 
our data-crunching 
partners at Resonance 
Consultancy—this 
unique index of the 
28 friendliest city 
neighborhoods in the 
U.S. (see page 35 for 
the methodology). 
Whether embracing 
its immigrant roots 
(San Jose’s Japan-
town) or celebrating 
inclusion (Manhattan’s 
Hell’s Kitchen), 
an open-minded, 
open-hearted neigh-
borhood can make 
travelers feel at home. 
This ultimate list 
offers starting points 
to explore American 
cities: enclaves full of 
places to delve into, 
people to meet, and 
enough bonhomie 
to make you want to 
return again and again.

City reporting by  
Jennifer Barger
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BEST LIST
FRIENDLIEST NEIGHBORHOODS

Austin, TX 

●●● A grinning, eight-foot-tall statue of Willie Nelson holds 
court outside the Moody Theater, where Austin City Limits 
has been filmed since 1974 and music fans can attend 
tapings and concerts. He’s in the heart of the Second Street 
district, a guitar pick’s throw from arty Violet Crown Cinema 
and indie businesses—kid-friendly boutique Toy Joy or 
French bistro Le Politique with its pretty pastel decor. Stay  
at new The Line hotel, in a redone mid-century building.

Charleston, SC  

●● In the 17th century, 
Huguenots (French Protes-
tants) fled religious perse-
cution in Europe and found 
solace and a new home in 
the Carolinas. Charleston’s 
French Quarter (bounded 
by Broad Street to the 
south and the City Market 
to the north) encompasses 
steepled churches, 
columned civic buildings, 
and pale-colored houses, 
as well as art galleries and 
plush hotels. Southern 
food mecca Husk is still  
a coveted reservation.  
At the quarter’s eastern 
edge, Waterfront Park’s 
Pineapple Fountain is an 
homage to the colonial 
symbol for hospitality.

Anchorage, AK  

● Just southeast of down-
town, Rogers Park lures 
bike commuters, runners, 
and cross-country skiers 
with its easy access to the 
paved, four-mile Chester 
Creek Trail, prime territory 
for moose spotting.

Boise, ID  

● In the tree-rich North 
End, Hyde Park leads 
to Camel’s Back Park, a 
family-friendly, 11-acre 
green space with access  
to this outdoorsy city’s 
extensive Ridges to Rivers 
trail system. Tri Town  
Bicycles rents wheels.

Asheville, NC 

●● African-American 
businesses once thrived 
around “The Block” (Eagle 
Street and East End). Now, 
older establishments (bar-
bershops, cafés) mingle 
with newcomers like the 
Foundry Hotel. Explore 
with Hood Huggers tours.

Boston, MA 

●●● The Boston Mara-
thon, Red Sox parades,  
and locals in search of 
chow or shopping hit 
the byways of Back Bay. 
Surrounding blocks house 
Beantown originals such as 
cozy, decades-old Trident 
Booksellers and Café. 

Albuquerque, NM 

●● Rose-gold adobe 
buildings such as the 1793 
San Felipe de Neri Church 
ring the central plaza of 
Albuquerque’s historic 
Old Town, established 
as a Spanish colonial 
outpost in 1706. Tour the 
neighborhood on a Routes 
Rentals bike past galleries, 
souvenir shops, and restau-
rants like Golden Crown 
Panaderia for zippy green 
chili bread and local micro-
brews. Dig deeper into 
the region’s history and 
culture at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center, with its 
weekend dance demos and 
restaurant serving Native 
American dishes (try the 
fry bread tacos). 

Chicago street life 
flows underneath the 

El’s railway tracks in 
Wicker Park.

Miami, FL  

●● Gleaming high-rises 
dominate the Brickell/ 
Hammock skyline. This 
downtown neighborhood 
is known for Biscayne Bay 
views, boffo shopping at 
Brickell Center mall, and 
glitzy lounges like rooftop 
Sugar, for pan-Asian fare.

Los Angeles, CA 

●● Downtown L.A. (with 
vibrant sub-neighborhoods 
like Little Tokyo and the 
Arts District) shows off 
diverse restaurants (Egg 
Slut, Sake Dojo) and  
galleries (Hauser & Wirth). 
A slew of urbane hotels 
open this year too.    

Myrtle Beach, SC

● A 187-foot-tall Ferris 
wheel rotates above Myrtle 
Beach’s kid-pleasing  
downtown boardwalk. 
Slightly farther afield, the 
new Market Common 
development has cool  
local shops and cafés on  
a former Air Force base.

Colorado 
Springs, CO 

●● The 101-year-old 
Broadmoor resort towers 
above Broadmoor/
Stratton Springs, a 
mountain-framed zone 
that’s also known for Seven 
Falls, a soaring box canyon 
with trails and waterfalls.

El Paso, TX 

●● Nestled against the 
Mexican border are two of 
El Paso’s oldest neigh-
borhoods, Chihuahuita 
and El Segundo Barrio, 
developed in the late 19th 
century by immigrants 
fleeing the Mexican Rev-
olution. Outdoor murals 
depicting Hispanic culture 
(conjunto accordion 
players, Aztec temples) 
pepper El Segundo Barrio, 
nicknamed the “Ellis Island 
of the Border.” Download 
the free Visit El Paso app 
for a guided walking tour 
of the murals; afterward, 
grab a bowl of menudo at 
Jalisco Café.

Madison, WI 

● During University of 
Wisconsin football games, 
the cheers of Badgers fans 
echo through the leafy, 
lakefront university area 
around campus. In summer 
Lake Wingra offers kayak 
rentals and the Madison 
Log Rolling school.

Chicago, IL 

●● Onion-domed Ortho-
dox churches and restau-
rants serving varenyky 
(potato dumplings) point to 
Ukrainian Village’s Eastern 
European roots. Adjoining 
Wicker Park buzzes with 
independent boutiques, 
upmarket restaurants, and 
the Flatiron Arts Building  
with studios and perfor-
mance spaces. 

Honolulu, HI  

● Waikiki’s two miles 
of powdery sand host 
some of the world’s 
easiest-to-ride waves and 
best surf teachers, like 
Tony Moniz at Faith Surf 
School. The hike to the top 
of Diamond Head yields 
Pacific Ocean vistas.

Houston, TX  

●● Mid-century bun-
galows and turreted 
Victorian houses draw 
young couples and singles 
to walkable The Heights, 
an older neighborhood a 
short bike-trail ride north 
of downtown Houston. 
Restaurants, many in vin-
tage buildings, specialize 
in tacos, Vietnamese sand-
wiches, or Texas brisket 
(try the new Truth BBQ). 
Nineteenth Street is lined 
with quirky coffee shops 
and local retailers, includ-
ing AG Antiques, a decor 
emporium in an old dry 
goods store. The Art Car 
Museum exhibits lavishly 
tricked-out wheels, as well 
as local and international 
contemporary artwork.

Las Vegas, NV 

●● Count gourmets and performing arts fans among those 
enticed to The Strip, Sin City’s ever changing 4.2-mile 
ribbon of mega hotels, glitzy live shows, and good-willed 
hucksterism. Entertainers encamped for the summer include 
Cirque du Soleil’s O at the Bellagio, and Janet Jackson‘s 
Metamorphosis show at Park MGM through August 10. The 
jumbo, millennial-focused Park MGM development hawks 
Italian snacks and sizzle at Eataly or L.A. Korean bar fare at 
celebrity chef Roy Choi’s Best Friend.

Best for:  ● Art   ● Food   ● Culture/Heritage   ● Active Experiences/Green Spaces   ● Urban Planning/Design/Sustainability

The Heights is an 
older Houston 

neighborhood with 
local shops and a 

1920s theater turned 
live music venue.
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BEST LIST
FRIENDLIEST NEIGHBORHOODS

  OUR METHODOLOGY  

In a survey created just 
for Traveler, Vancouver- 
based Resonance 
Consultancy combined 
its proprietary Best Cities 
analytics from more than 
200 cities with statistics 
and user- generated  
data such as walkability,  
home affordability, public 
spaces, and the prev-
alence of third spaces 
(restaurants, breweries, 
cafés, and more). Reso-
nance also considered 
social media and percep-
tion data from TripAdvisor 
and Yelp to generate a  
list of welcoming zip 
codes that the editors 
then correlated with  
existing neighborhoods 
to produce this Best List.

Washington, DC  

●● Stretching along its 
main drag, 14th Street, 
up to U Street, the Logan 
Circle neighborhood hums 
with design-centric shops 
and dozens of restaurants 
in early 20th-century and 
contemporary buildings. 
Snag a coveted rooftop 
spot at Colada Shop for a 
Cuban cocktail and empa-
nada, or parse through old 
postcards and 1960s lamps 
at Miss Pixie’s Furnishings 
& Whatnot. “I love walking 
down 14th Street on a nice 
day when people spill out 
of restaurants onto the 
sidewalk,” says Amanda 
McClements, resident and 
owner of neighborhood 
decor shop Salt & Sundry.

San Jose, CA 

●● Anyone can join the 
hundreds of costumed, 
paper fan–wielding danc-
ers who crowd Japan-
town’s North Fifth Street 
during San Jose’s annual 
Obon Festival (July 13 and 
14 this year), a traditional 
Japanese Buddhist party 
honoring ancestors. The 
eight-block area, one of 
three official Japantowns 
in the U.S., offers tastes of 
immigrant culture all year 
at sushi bars, family-run 
groceries, and the Shuei-
Do Manju Shop, which 
serves rice-flour sweets 
in flavors such as cherry 
blossom. The Japanese 
American Museum of San 
Jose explores local history.

Savannah, GA  

● Graceful 18th- and 19th-century homes and waterfront 
warehouses fill Savannah’s North Historic District. The 
neighborhood features hopping River Street, where dueling 
candy shops push free praline samples, and lodgings such 
as the new Alida Hotel (named for an early preservationist). 
Storied mansions are open for tours, like the Owens-Thomas 
House and Slave Quarters Museum where Regency architec-
ture and artifacts contrast with exhibits on slavery.

Seattle, WA 

●●● Gay-pride rainbows 
mark several crosswalks in 
Capitol Hill, where many 
of Seattle’s artists and 
hipsters hang out. Creative 
energy pulses especially 
in the Pike-Pine zone, 
with live music clubs and 
vintage shops. 

Tulsa, OK  

●● Early 20th-century 
oil tycoons erected an 
impressive clutch of art 
deco buildings in this river 
city’s downtown. It’s adja-
cent to Tulsa Arts District, 
with galleries like 108  
Contemporary, and music- 
filled Guthrie Green park. 

San Francisco, CA 

●● Italian immigrants, beat poets, and jazz musicians have 
all found refuge in North Beach. Despite tourist crowds 
at City Lights Bookstore and Coit Tower, the nonna-and-
pop warmth remains. “It’s Italian with a West Coast vibe,” 
says Thomas Medin, whose Local Tastes of the City Tours 
munch through spots like Stella Pastry and Mario’s. Daytime 
browsers head to Lola for groovy greeting cards, and AB Fits 
for denim. Music-variety drag queen show Beach Blanket 
Babylon, now in its 43rd year, packs them in at night.

Orlando, FL 

●● On the southeast 
corner of Lake Eola Park, 
dog-friendly sidewalk 
cafés, live music spots, and 
a Saturday farmers market 
lend colorful Thornton 
Park an urban, walkable 
vibe. Get your art fix at 
Falcon Bar and Gallery.

San Diego, CA  

●● It’s not all old-school 
red-sauce restaurants in 
Little Italy. Year-old Little 
Italy Food Hall (try the 
Milanese-style pizza at 
Ambro gio 15), Ballast Point 
Brewery, and a Saturday 
farmers mercato attract 
foodies and families.

Naples, FL 

●● This tony, Gulf-side 
city’s thousand-foot-long 
pier and the surrounding 
Old Naples historic district 
summon glamorous, 
bygone Florida via vintage 
sorbet-hued bungalows, 
posh boutiques, and trop-
ical plant–shaded outdoor 
cafés. Walking tours depart 
from the circa-1895 Palm 
Cottage, a tabby (shell-
and-sand concrete) stucco 
charmer with a museum. 
And on the site of a 1920s 
oyster-processing plant 
on Naples Bay, funky Tin 
City hosts shops and crab 
shacks in brightly painted, 
metal-roofed cottages.

Omaha, NE 

● West Omaha’s Boys 
Town was founded as an 
orphanage by Roman  
Catholic priest Edward  
Flanagan in 1917. Tours 
of the historic site (still a 
home for at-risk youth) 
take in Flanagan’s 1929 
house and a museum with 
artifacts such as the Oscar 
statuette Spencer Tracy 
won for playing Flanagan in 
the 1938 movie Boys Town.

New York, NY  

●●● “Times Square is 
such a world crossroads, 
which can make it such a 
friendly, accepting place 
whether you’re into Broad-
way, music, or whatever,” 
says Ben Pundole, vice 
president of brand experi-
ence at Edition Hotels. The 
brand opened an outpost 
in 2015 near Midtown’s 
most famous intersec-
tion, further cementing 
the spiffed-up rep of the 
theater, chain store, and 
selfie-taking hub. Just to 
the west, LGBTQ-friendly 
Hell’s Kitchen heats up 
with lively bars and restau-
rants, including new pesca-
tarian hot spot Gloria.

The Woody Guthrie 
Center in downtown 
Tulsa details the  
folk singer’s life  
and travels.

Best for:  ● Art   ● Food   ● Culture/Heritage   ● Active Experiences/Green Spaces   ● Urban Planning/Design/Sustainability

Coit Tower 
stands tall over 
San Francisco’s 
North Beach 
neighborhood.


