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While some people might see 
an estate sale as a heap of Grand-
ma’s trash (or an outtake from 
“Hoarders”), Michigan antiques 
hound Cari Cucksey sees cash 
and treasures. The energetic old-
is-good girl runs both estate sales 
and an antiques store in Michi-
gan, both of which figure into her 
new HGTV show, “Cash & Cari” 
(Mon., 10 p.m.). 

How did you get into the  
antiques business?
I grew up in a Sears home from 
1907, and my parents had it full of 
antiques. My mother would drag 
me to estate sales.

And now you run estate sales. 
What’s the key to getting  
good stuff at them?
Just poke around. Try to look at 

everything, and if something 
speaks to you, ask about it. If you 
like something, that’s what real-
ly matters.

What’s the key to getting past 
the fact that, at most estate 
sales, you’re picking through a 
just-deceased person’s stuff?
You have to try to remember that 
estate sales raise capital for the 
family. And remind yourself that 
you’re also bringing these things 
back and honoring that person’s 
memory by using their stuff.

What’s the hottest thing in  
the antiques and collectibles 
world right now?
Mid-century is really hot. And vin-
tage clothing has gotten huge. So 
many celebrities are into it that peo-
ple have been turned on to it.

Cari Cucksey
antiques dealer, star of “cash & cari”

You rehab many pieces you  
find. How do you tell whether  
something is worth it?
If a piece of furniture has termites 
or has had an animal living in it, 
that’s tough. And you have to be 
creative about what you’ll use some-
thing for and use elbow grease to 
bring something back. 

What’s an unusual example of  
repurposing something?
Even if they’re broken or chipped, 
use old plates to make mosaics.

Any other good places to hunt  
for antiques?
Obviously, the f lea market and 
at garage sales. But people forget 
there are auction houses all over the 
country, and sometimes they are 
selling off lots of treasures.

What about buying online? 
Check out the seller. Make sure 
they’ve been selling for a long time 
or have good feedback on eBay. And 
if they’ve only got a couple of pho-
tos up, ask to see more. And make 
sure they package things well for 
shipping. It’d be horrible to break 
an antique in transit!

What’s the key to mixing old 
things into a home without mak-
ing it look fussy and old-ladylike?
It’s about being in balance. Maybe 
you want to mix some modern 
things in. And don’t hoard. If you 
start a collection — say, of art pot-
tery — make sure it’s something 
you’re going to display or use.
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“Estate sales  
raise capital for 
the family. You’re  
also ... honoring  
that person’s 
memory by  
using their stuff.”

D.C.-area furniture designers  —  mod desk and chair savants EK Living of Hagerstown, master woodworker Caleb 
Woodward of Alexandria and others — discuss how to create pieces that are both sustainable and sleek. Free. 
Thu., 6-8 p.m. Well Built, 1541 14th St. NW; 202-299-0597, Wellbuiltllc.com.
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