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By Jennifer Barger 

Special to The Washington Post

G
eorge Washington never
slept at the circa-1745
General Warren Inne in
Malvern, Pa. But he
wouldn’t have slept well
if he had. “His coming

here would not have been a good situ-
ation,” says innkeeper Patrick Byrne.
“Someone would’ve giv-
en him a very short hair-
cut.” That’s because this
public house near Valley
Forge was among the
Colonial era’s most noto-
rious Loyalist hangouts.

Here, dashing British
spy Maj. John Andre
once planned the routes
for Gen. Charles Corn-
wallis to invade Philadel-
phia. On the third floor,
just above where my
husband and I slept on a
recent weekend, legend
says a Whig blacksmith
was tortured by British
troops. And in the hurri-
cane lamp-lit dining room where we
tucked into a dinner of beef Wellington
and turtle soup, Tories met to plot the
American Revolution’s bloody Paoli
Massacre, which happened a few
miles away.

My husband and I had checked into
the General Warren to steep—and
sleep—in Colonial history. Turns out,
this is easy to do near Washington;
dozens of Colonial-era inns still accept
overnight guests. “If you stay in a his-
toric plantation or an old tavern, you
can really feel 1776,” says Robert I.C.
Fisher, who edited a Fodor’s Colonial-
era travel guide.

Thanks to the General Warren Inne’s
Yankee Doodle-Dandified atmosphere

and colorful past, we got a crash
course in early American history.
The gable-roofed structure morphed
from a Tory haunt (the Admiral
Warren Inne) to an early American
stagecoach stop (the General War-
ren Inne, renamed after a hero at
Bunker Hill). The property also
served as a 19th-century temperance
hotel, a 1970s biker bar and a coun-
try inn in the 1980s, which is what it

remains.
The Warren has been remodeled

countless times, but signs of its Co-
lonial past remain, from thick brick
walls and deep windowsills to fire-
places with Georgian mantels. A
1786 deed to the property—in curly
script with red wax seals—hangs in
the bar. The original Tory owners
would probably flip their Whigs to
see engravings of George and Mar-
tha Washington in the dining room.

The restaurant serves traditional
cuisine (Caesar salad, crab cakes)
and more inventive fare (black bean
cakes, salmon with “dueling red pep-
per sauces”). The white tablecloths,
Windsor chairs and fresh flowers
seem old-fashioned, but according to
Byrne, the place would’ve looked far
different in Colonial times. “It proba-
bly had plank tables, pewter dishes
and a masculine crowd drinking
hard cider,” he says. Huzzah!

The inn’s guest rooms combine
period decor and modern comforts,
a good thing for us since, in early
America, tavern guests slept five to a
bed and a “gentlewoman” like me
couldn’t have stayed here at all. Our
suite had a four-poster rice bed, high
ceilings and wooden folding doors,

along with a gas-powered fireplace
and a luxe bathroom festooned with
toile. “We keep history alive, but we
also want guests to feel pampered,”
says Byrne.

A short distance away at Valley
Forge National Historical Park, it
was easy to imagine Washington
and company suffering through that
dismal winter of 1777-78. In one of
the replicas of the log huts inhabited
by the patriots that dot the park, the
place smelled of dust and the ply-
wood bunks looked uncomfortable.
If this was how Colonials spent the
night around here, I’d pledge alle-
giance to those Loyalists at the Gen-
eral Warren any day. 

General Warren Inne, Malvern,
Pa. Eight suites with private baths;
$120-$190. Old Lancaster High-
way and Warren Avenue, 610-296-
3637, www.generalwarren.com. 

Here are five other Colonial ac-
commodations chosen for historical
significance, architectural interest
and proximity to other early-Ameri-
can attractions. 

K Ampthill Plantation, Cartersville,
Va. Thomas Jefferson not only slept
at the circa-1735 Ampthill Planta-
tion, he also designed the manor
house’s front wing. T.J. came up
with the columned brick addition at
the request of Ampthill’s tobacco
baron owner Randolph Harrison,
who was Jefferson’s first cousin.
“You seem to require six rooms,
neither more nor less, and a good
entrance or passage of communi-
cation,” Jefferson wrote. The
Monticelloesque structure was
added in 1847.

Today, wannabe landed gentry
bunk in the Jefferson Wing’s Magno-
lia Suite, the folk-art filled chambers
in the 1735 house or the original
outbuildings like a weaver’s cottage.
Antiques such as Victorian bed-
steads and a 1602 Swedish mirror
give Ampthill a storied yet comfort-
able look. “We’ve got museum-quali-
ty pieces, but we encourage people
to use them,” says innkeeper George
Costen.

Eight rooms with private baths;
$120-$175. 501 Ampthill Rd., 804-
375-3539, www.innvirginia.com.

K Glasgow Inn, Cambridge, Md. The

original front door of this 1760 plan-
tation house faces away from the
Choptank River on Maryland’s East-
ern Shore. “High-class folks didn’t
like to look at the water, since
tradesmen and fishermen worked
there,” says owner Louiselee Roche.
Scottish immigrant William Murray
Ward purchased this tract of land be-
fore the Revolution, naming it after
his home town.

Thick brick walls, Palladian win-
dows and skinny blue shutters give
the classic Georgian manor a crisp
feel. Inside, the mood leans to bright
and nautical, with whitewashed
wood floors, Queen Anne furniture
and a tree hung with Chesapeake
oyster shells. Guest rooms include a
former “home chapel” with paneled
closet confessional and top-floor aeries
with water views. Roche serves homey
breakfasts (biscuits, egg casseroles) in
an aqua-walled dining room that vague-
ly recalls Mount Vernon.

Seven rooms with shared or pri-
vate baths; $100-$150. 1500 Ham-
brooks Blvd., 800-225-0575,
www.glasgowinncambridge.com.

K Georgian House 1747 Bed and
Breakfast, Annapolis.Two early
American men’s groups—the Tues-
day Club and the Forensic Club—
met in this 1747 two-story, five-bay
brick house on Annapolis’s Duke of
Gloucester Street. Folks who gath-
ered here to discuss philosophy or
current affairs included a veritable
Who’s Who in
the Colonies:
Benjamin
Franklin,
painter
Charles Will-
son Peale, Wil-
liam Paca. 

Today,
these Foun-
ding Fathers
might recog-
nize the black-
shuttered ex-
terior, deep fire-
places and
wide floor-
boards. But many touches summon
other times and places: swanky Vic-
torian-style furniture, feng shui col-
or schemes (a golden yellow dining
room, a coral guest chamber with a
beamed ceiling) and comforts like
high-thread-count sheets.

Four rooms with private baths;
$150-$195. 170 Duke of Gloucester
St., 800-557-2068, www.georgian
house.com.

K The Inn at Millrace Pond, Hope,
N.J. In 1769, Moravians used chunks

of gray limestone to construct a grist
mill in the idyllic town of Hope. To-
day, the steep-roofed structure that
once ground flour for Washington’s
troops serves as a surprisingly luxu-
rious inn. Timber ceilings and Colo-
nial-yet-minimalist furnishings—
pencil post beds, Windsor chairs—
decorate rooms inside the mill;

guests can al-
so stay in a
19th-century
mill keeper’s
house or an
aged stone
cottage.

The mill al-
so shelters
two atmos-
pheric restau-
rants. A coun-
try-chic,
slightly formal
restaurant
specializes in
fish and game.

To reach the lower-level tavern,
guests walk past the skeleton of the
mill’s water wheel and into a candlelit
space with a massive stone fireplace,
rustic wooden tables and weathered
mill equipment.

“The artifacts in the tavern are all
the things that were too heavy to
move when we excavated,” jokes
owner Charlie Puttkammer. 

17 rooms with private baths;
$115-$175. 313 Johnsonburg Rd.

(Route 519 north), 800-746-6467,
www.innatmillracepond.com.

KWilliam Penn Guest House, New
Castle, Del. Stories that Pennsylva-
nia founder William Penn slept at
this skinny 1682 townhouse may be
apocryphal. But in the inn’s stately
parlor, bubbled glass windows offer
glimpses of New Castle Green,
where Penn came to participate in a
land ceremony adding the Delaware
counties to his holdings.

The simple yet comfortable spot
teems with Ye Olde Atmosphere.
Colonial-era portraits deck the walls
in the parlor, and in the paneled din-
ing room, a Hobbit-size green door
goes, well, nowhere. Up a narrow
staircase, guest rooms have wide-
planked floors and quilt-covered
bed. Ask for No. 2, with a view of
the 1732 courthouse.

Founded by the Dutch in 1651,
this burg nestled against the Dela-
ware River was deemed so pictur-
esque and historic that the Rockefel-
lers tried to convert it into a living
museum à la Williamsburg. Town el-
ders said no, but with its Colonial
churches, cobblestone streets and
17th- and 18th-century residences,
modern visitors may feel as if
they’ve been zapped to a tricorn hat
zone anyway. 

Four rooms, one with private
bath; $75-$95. 206 Delaware St.,
302-328-7736. 

Checking In With History
Centuries Later, Six Colonial Inns Are Still an Overnight Success
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For more suggestions, re-
fer to Fodor’s “The Thir-
teen Colonies: Travel His-
toric America” or the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s “Historic
Hotels of America” (202-
588-6295, www.national
trust.org/historic_
hotels).

1-800-583-9686                     www.southeastmarriott.com

Bay Point Resort Village 
Marriott

Panama City Beach, FL

Delray Beach 
Marriott

Delray Beach, FL

Fort Lauderdale Marina 
Marriott

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Harbor Beach Marriott 
Resort & Spa

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Hilton Head Marriott 
Beach & Golf Resort

Hilton Head Island, SC

South Beach 
Marriott

Miami Beach, FL

We think its time you
give your winter coat

a rest.

Tampa Marriott Waterside Hotel & Marina
Tampa, FL

Here’s an idea we think you’ll really

warm up to. Escape the winter chill with

a stay at one of our sunny Southeast

resorts and hotels. Along with the

tender temperatures, you’ll enjoy the

hottest amenities like world-class spas,

championship golf, dining, pools and

pristine beaches. And breakfast for two

is included. Take off those mittens and

call now or visit us online.

Marriott Suites Clearwater 
Beach at Sand Key

Clearwater Beach, FL

JW Marriott Orlando, 
Grande Lakes
Orlando, FL

Marco Island Marriott 
Resort, Golf Club & Spa

Marco Island, FL

Leesburg is the perfect Spring daytrip or 
weekend getaway. Visit historic Leesburg 
and discover the charm of its people, shops, 
restaurants and so much more.
To plan your stay, call 888-999-1758, or 
visit us at www.leesburgva.org/visitors for 
more information.

THE SMALL TOWN
WITH BIG TIME CHARM.

www.vbhotels.com

• ALL-SUITES RESORT
• Indoor Pool / Spa
• Great Value 3, 5 & 7

Night Packages
• Free Continental Breakfast
• Meeting Rooms

866-553-2614

•2 AWARD-WINNING
RESTAURANTS

• Indoor/Outdoor Pool
• Free Continental Breakfast
• Meeting Facilities

800-228-5151
Direct: 757-428-8935

BARCLAY
OCEANFRONT

TO
W
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OCEANFRONT VALUES
Virginia Beach!
ALL ROOMS FACE THE OCEAN

WHIRL POOL ROOMS

800-283-SAND
Newly Renovated Rooms and Efficiencies.

Whirl Pool Rooms. Quiet Location.

•SPACIOUS SUITES
• Indoor Pool &Gym
•Whirl Pool Rooms
(Somew/Fireplaces)
• Central Location
800-346-3176

 Classes in Wash. metro area since 1975.
 Also  FREE  practice every Sat. Open to all.

 TaiChiCenter.com • 703-759-9141

 T’AI CHI

1-888-550-MAID (6243)

•MAID BRIGADE••MAID BRIGADE•

1920 I St., N.W.
(202) 783-9399

Personalized Music Boxes 
Choice of 

500 Melodies 
and 

1500 Styles.

ARLINGTON LEE HWY & GLEBE 703-524-7275 
www.parkcarpets.com

“A Tradition of Quality and Excellence—Since 1922”

On Sale

SHIP’S HATCH
Ship’s Clocks 

Nautical tables 
Ship’s wheels 

Lamps & lanterns 
USN ship ball caps 

Military gifts 
Nautical instruments 

10376 Main Street 
Fairfax, Virginia 
(703) 691-1670 

www.ShipsHatch.com

THE UNDERGROUND 
Arlington, Virginia 
(703) 413-NAVY

IRS PROBLEMS? 
Local CPA solves IRS problems
• Certified Tax Resolution Specialist • Levies 
 • File Old Tax Returns • Offer in Compromise 
Free “Special Report” & Consultation 

CONRAD R. VANASSE, CPA 
301-567-1707 

cvanasse@erols.com

Call for details

301-942-8092 x150
Kitchen & Bath 

Depot

YOUR ONE STOP LEATHER SHOP
Crofton Center, Rt. 3 & 424 Davidsonville Rd. 

410-721-6113 • 301-261-3985

Visit Our Ekornes 
Gallery and enjoy 

guaranteed 
lowest prices.

 BOSTON PIANO STORE
 Repossessed • Bank Sell-Off

 New and Used
 WARRANTY

 301-641-1040


